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the fivor near the piflure, a fatin ‘letter-c7%e of 
her own avork4t Ah! weil did the recognize 
the parting git the had prefented to Eugene— 
her carlieft kewer—her  firit friend—her long 


lamented Eugene What fenfations did the 
fight produce! “ Ah!” fays the, “ he muit 


jave been here 3 what could have brought. him 
TQ this fequeftered place, and where is he now ?” 

‘The laft idea refted with a fearful paufe upon 
her terrified tmagination, which inftantly ran 
through a train of m elancholy and fad reflec- 
tions. She ftood-loft in wonder and amaze, 
and her thoughts bewildered in a labyrinth of 
ftrange perplexity | The idea of the fkeleton in 


the truuk tufhed upon her recolle€tion with a | 


terrible prefentiment that it might be Fugene’s, 
and fhe felt her blood curdle with horror at the 
thought. She left all fear of her own firuation 
in the furprife and forrew the above circumitance 
had oceafioned. She ttood fixed with the letter- 


cafe in her hand, the identity of which fhe 
could not doubt, having the name of Laura 
worked, not enly by her own hand, but in her 


hair in the inGde, uj pon which her eyes refted in 
akind of divpor; and j inthis fruation fhe would 
mained, had not the found of Poets 
he great fluir-eafe roufed her from her 
*verie, and made her turn her head, not with 
fear»sbut in expectation of feeing fome new 
vaAndear « 4 on } — nig 4. cop my d 1) > 
Wonger 5 it was, howcve miy weary an ame 


have re 
down t 


Giles; > who, having thought cvery moment an 
hour fince her depertare, and dreading le't fome- 


thing had happened to her, their impatience and 
curiofity for once conqured theit fears, and by 
an effort of courage they ventured down the 
great ftairs in fearch efher. Laura could have 
excufed the intrufion, and, vpon finding her 
pale and trembling, they corcluged the had been 
‘earfully alarmed, awd befought her to return 
with them up ftairs. Her incoherent anfwers 
to their gucftions confirmed their belief that 
fright had affected her fenfes, and they offered 
her all the confolat ion they could. When the 
eturned to the chamber fhe recovered in fome 
deoree, burftill remained low and loft in recoil- 
icction. 

‘Phe next day fhe told’ Mary the had met 
with a furprite, but no fright; and added, that 
the had fo little fear, ig fhouid again walk over 
the Abbe ey, and begged -fhe might not be imter- 
rupted. “Thus Senna time pafled, arid, although 
> made feveral attempts to yifit the room, 


‘ 
bebe 








— ener esi aeons 








SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER. 15, 1798. 


> Sloe eee eee 8, 


SE ae 





2 ee a a 


which contained the fkeleten, the never found 
her couvage quite equal to the enterprife, and, 
thengh fhe rezfoned upon the abfurdity of her 
fears, and determined to go there, yet her fteps 
generally led te the room where fhe had found 
the letter-cafe, and-where the beautiful picture 
always attraéted her admiration, and engaged 
her ftay. 

Meantime Lord Oakendale grew impatient 
that he heard nothiag from her. 
hat feveral times bean difpatched to the village 
in order to inquire how the bore her folitude, 
and if fhe made no complaims; for Lerd Oak- 
endale was in hopes that, by placing her in this 
dreary Abbey, with no companion but Mary, 
(whofe education and manner of life had not 
been fuch as could render -ber mind covyenial 
with Laura’s) as fhe could have no refources 
from books, or any other amutement, her fpirits 
would become fo deprefled; and her mind fo 
enervated, that fhe would gladly fly to him for 
faccour and friendihip, rather than be condemn- 
ed toa hateful folitude, like that of Oakendaile 
Abbey. 

Laura’s charaGter he had quite miftaken, on 
rather he had no idea of fo nobie amind inhab- 
iting a form which he confidered ofty as a vo- 
juptuary. Finding, therefore th-tthe footmai 
always returued with accounts of her being con- 
tented, and making no complaints, he determin- 
ed, as foon as the {pring fhould be a little ad- 
vanced, to make her. a vifit at the Abbey; and 
not without the diabolical idea, that, if he could 
not prevail upon her to be favourable to his 
withes, the Abbey was a place well calculated 
for the very worft def figns. 
rer, were confined to 
for them. 


Thefe intentions, howe 
his own brealt, as the fitte(t receptacle 
Not the moit diftant hint was given of his in- 


tention, leaft Laura, upon htaring it. might } ¢ 


rh that was a circum. 


meditate an cfeape, althou; 
from 


{tance next to impoftible to be effeQed, 
the fituation af the place, 

Meantime as the aay} grew longer, flie fre- 
qnently walked with Mary tothe diftance of a 
mile or two the views were picturefque, wild, 
and romaiiic 3 and when fhe climbed to the 
top of the hills the had a profpet of a beauti- 
ful lake, which fometimes afforded her a diftant 
hope of efcane, as fhe had heard that thefe lukes 
were vifited in the fummer by the admirers of 
pictureique landfeape. The Abbey loft much 
ef its horrors by being inhabited by fo faira 
form, and the peatfants of the vilage would now 
venture as far as the gate, and even peep in at 
the windows, divefted of the former fears. 
When the weather was rainy, Laura madé a long 
gallery inthe abbey her walk, and Mary grew 
fo feariefs that fhe would remain.in the cham- 
ber bw herfelf, although the itil Rt eriitted in fay: 
ing the heard noifes and wh iiperingin the night. 
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aura hag never yet been in <he toom which 
the fkeleton, the often maeees it, 


* 
ik 


Me maid 
and had conte or twice made the at tempt ; 
thie idea that it might be Euyene’s a! wars vitew 
a fearful gloom upon her heart; and havin 
Ae eiittnes 


4 
quett’ oned ba ime Giles coi ncerning ti © Via bi : 
7 . 


to the Abbey fince her remembrance, fh 
told her of ’ gentleman's never having 
heard of after having the keys t6 let. hinfel 
the Abbey. This account filled Laura’s hears 
with cruel apprehenfions, atv i conhrmedc onjec "Ce 
tures which at times her imagination would ra 
up. In thofe moments fhe fuppe fed a gang o 
banditti concezied in a fubicrraneous vault, who 
rufhing upou Eugene at the mome: ithe was ex. 
a ts, having robo d and 
murdered him, had put his body im the trunk, 
carelefely dropped ile letter-cafe in the 


bees 
; int 


fin 
* 
, 


pioring their fecret haun 


had 
room where fhe found it. 


Thefe fad redetions fom times deterred her 
king the attempt, and other times raif- 
ed her refentment and her courage at the fame 
time; and when the thoughts of her fituation 
occurred to-her, it gave -her a conten tpt for life; 
fhe would fay, © Yes, I will brave the ruMians, 
and gtadly fthare the fate 3f my dear Eugene. 
Perhaps my bones may them be depofited in the 
fame trunk with his, and tm death at leak we 


30S 


fhail not be divided.””) But fvch wild imagins- 
tions were generally fupprefial, and decmed 
imaproj per by her vetter judgment; and ihe 


would then be thankfui to Prov: idence, who had 
given her firength of mind to refit fuch idle 
delufions, and fubmit, with refignation and ¢r2. 
titude, to him, whote difpenfations had, i 


ny inftances, been. fo manifeited in her favor. 


She was ruminating upon fubjects of this na- 
ture one evening, Ron n fhe was walki ing alone 


in the gallery by moonlight. The brightncfs of 

that ui ininary fhone full upon the apartment, 
amd fhe was amufing herfelf with obferving its 
reflecting the narrow cafements to aliiok . the 
breadth of the gallery. She next contemplated 
her own fhadow as fhe walked ; but, how was 
fhe aftenifhed, and how did fhre land aghalt, 
when the faw another thadow befides her own, 
which appeared Jarger, and to be that of a may | 
Her fortitude at once forfcok her ; fhe flew to 
the door of the galery, andina fish voice cal- 
Jed Mary. Mary wes in. the chamber; fhe 
ftood motionlefs with furprife and terror ; but 
having a little recovered fhe proceec! led to the 
chambe sr, where the found Mary almoft as much 
frightened zs berielt, at being left alone at that 
timein the evening. 

Laura, a3 foon as kertrembling breath would 
allow her to articulate, related the caufe of her 
fright, and begged Mary would return with h er 
to the gallery, in order to invefli this ph 
nomenon ; but no perfuaiion could Sg on 
Mary to accompeny her 3 on the contrary, fhe 
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seas for faflening up the door of the cham- 
ber, as foon as poflible, to prevent either 
the thadow or the real fubftance from vi- 
fiting them. 

Laura ruminated upon the circum- 
lance till (as ufual) her fears became lefs ; 
fhe confidered that, by fome oblique re- 
fedion of the moon, two figures might 
be reflected from one ; and fhe determin- 
ed to go to the gallery again, and try, in 
every direction, how her own fhadow 
might be reflected, and lead her tothe mif.- 
take; and the eafily fancied that her fears 
had magnified the figure, and likewife 
given it the refembiance of a man. 


Vexed at the idea of being appalled at 

ker own fhadow, and refolving inftantly 
to be convinced, fhe again fet forward to 
the gallery, which fhe found dill and qui- 
et as fhe had left it. This encouraged her 
boldly to advance to the end of it, and to 
try, in every direction fhe could place her- 
felf, in what manner her fhadow might be 
reflected, fo as to give it the reprefentation 
of two figures ; but, after walking, ftand- 
ing ftill, oth towards the windows, and 
ata diftance, croffing the gallery in every 
different part, and placing herfeli in every 
light, yet ftill fhe could perceive nothing 
but her own fingle fhadow !. Having tir- 
ed herfelf with conjectures, and vexed that 
fhe could make no difcovery, the haiten- 
ed back to her apartmeat, where fhe paf- 
ed the night, reftlefs and unealy, vainly 
endeavouring to account for the appear- 
ance fhe had feen, without the moft dif- 
tant clue to lead her-toit. 

The unaccountable appearance of this 
fhadow occupied her thoughts for feveral 
days, and fhe at laft perfuaded herfelf 
that it muft have been the deception of 
her own fight, which, although pretty 


good, might for once have deceived her,. 


efpecially.as the made the fame experiment 
the fucceeding night at the fame hour ; 
but it led to no difcovery, for fhe could 
{ee but one thadow ; and having, by de- 
grees, and by reafoning upon the impof- 
fibility, conquered every idea of fear it 
had at firft occafioned, fhe again refumed 
her intention of looking at- the room 
which contained the fkeleton. 


One day, that had been uncommonly 
rainy, which had prevented her taking her 
favorite walk wpon the hill, and her mind 
was unfetticd, from having no employ- 
ment to Ail up the time, or to chace away 
the melamcholy which her fituation in- 
fpired, after much. confideration, fhe de- 
termined to bend her fteps down the {tone 
ftair-cafe. For this purpofe fhe fummon- 
ed all her refolution, and having, with 


= 





fervent devotion, recommended herfelf | 


to that Power, who always prote&s the 
innocent, and whofe mercy is infinite, the 
proceeded to the room, the lock of which 
turned eafily as before ;. fhe furveyed it 
with compofed. attention. . The trunk 
ftood exaétly in the fame place; fhe lifted 
up the lid, and the fame ghaftly fkeleton 
prefented itfelf to her view. She con- 
templated it with a mixture of horror and 
pity ** Ah!” fays fhe, ** would I could 
know what body enveloped thele bones ; 
perhaps thou art entitled to my tendereit 
regards.” The idea that it might be the 
remains of the murdered, loved, Eugene, 
occurred to her fad memory, and the tears 
fell from her eyes in large drops upon 
the abject which excited them. 


From this melancholy fpectacte fhe turn- | 


ed to the dark cloifter which, as the fup- 
pofed, led to the church-yard. he gloo- 
my appearance of the-entrance for a mo- 
ment intimidated her, 2nd fhe was almoft 
inclined to go back, when a ray of cou- 
rage enlivening her [pirits, fhe-grew refo- 
lute, and determined to proceed. She 
ftooped her head as:fhe entered the arch, 
and found it quite dark ; but as fhe ad- 
vanced it grew lighter, and fhe perecived 
that fhe defcended, and the roof then ad- 
mitted of het fianding upright. She like- 


-wife found that the light proceeded from 


foe opening at the end, which the con- 
jectured was the open air, and that theend 
of the cloifter would bring her to the 
church-yard ; fhe therefore boidly advan- 
ced, when, upon a nearer approach, the 
perceivedthat the light gliimmeredthrougy 
fome loofe boards in the form of a parti- 
tion, without’a door, or any apparént o- 
pening. She looked through the cracks, 
and perceived it was a room, and that the 
light proceeded from: a cafement-at the 
end.of it.. She pufhed hard againit it, in 


order to get in;. but it fcemed beyond. 


her ftrength.. She felt difappointed, and 
was turning back tHe way fhe had comme, 
when animpulfe of curiofity impelled her 


| once more to look through the craeks of 


the boards, in order to take a more accuse 
rate furvey of a place which feemed fenc- 
ed off for fome particular’ purpole. She 
then fancied the faw fomething like white 
linen hang upon the oppofite fide; but 
fhe could not diflinguifh it perfeGily, as 
the confined place through which fhe 
looked prevented her.. She likewife fan- 
cied that the heard a flight noife ; but fhe 
wasdetermined nottoletany trifling found, 
occafioned, perhaps by the wind, or a 
thoufand other caufes, alarm and divert 
her from her purpofe ; !o keeping “her 
eye fixed, and clofe to the disjointed 


boards, whilft her body was perfectly itill,. 
her eye endeavoured to fcrutinize and in- 
veftigate every object it cout collect thro’ 
a fpace fo narrow ; when, after a flight 
noife, and a fhade of fomething rather 
darkening the view, a large rolling eye. 
ball met her own; and fhe initantly funk 
down; at the fame time giving a faint 
‘inward feream: the fhock was more than 
fhe could bear. For a few moments all: 
her faculties were fufpended, and her 
limbs, which had refuied to fupport her, 
feemed {tiffened with fright and aftonith. 


rment. She attempted to rife feveral times 


before fhe could accomplihh it; and when 
fhe itood up, fhe made feverat efforts be- 


fufficicutly to walk. Her mind was a cha- 
os of horror and confufion ; ~fhe invelun- 
tarily bent ber fteps to return ; and, hav- 
ing teebly tottered up the cloifter, fhe was 
obliged to Gt down upon the trank which 
contained the fkeleton, in ordér to reft, 
and prevent her falling a fecond time. 


Her heart throbbed~as if it was burft- 
ing, and a violent flood of tears afforded 
her fome relief. She fat for fome minutes 
looking ftedfafily at the entrance of the 
cloifter, expecting every moment fome- 
thing to arreft her affrighted fenfes. All 
continued {till ; nothing more horrible 
could appear than fhe had already feen, 
and fhe found herfelf quite unequal to the 
tafk fhe had undertaken.. 
herfelf a little recovered,. fhe ‘haftened- 
back as fa(t as her trembling limbs could 
carry her, determined never more to en- 
deavour at an inveltigation which fhe 
found had too ferious- an effe& upon her 
{pirit. 


Whemthe returned tothe chamber, her! 


pale- and terrified countenance, with her 
eyes red, and almolt flarting from their 
orbits, convinced Mary that fhe had en- 
countered fomething extremely horrid, 
and fhe was as much afraid to inguite as 
the other was incapable of anfwering, left 
the fheuld hear more than her weak. mind 
could fupport. - 


Laura threw herfelf upon the bed in an 
agony of grief and terror; her mind was 
too much difcompofed. by what fhe had 
feen, to let reafon bear any influence 
| She found her {pirits-had received a fhock 
which they could not well bear; fhe nov 
blamed herfeif for having attempted to 
make am invelligation which had led her 
ta encounter fo much terror. 


Mary could get but few an!wers to he 
quéflions, and thereiore gave up: atkias 





her. 


fore her trembling legs could fupport her: 


After finding 
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Laura continved many days in a mo- 
tionlefs kind of apathy, ang a flow fever 
preyed upon her fpirits. She made many 
inclancholy refleGtions upon her cruel fit- 
uation, which only added toher depreflion. 
From this, however, fhe was roufed “by 
the daughter of Dame Giles, who, as fhe 
was one day fetting the room in order, and 
fecing Laura look grave and low, affumed 
a delighted countenance, and faid, “ This 
ould place will be quite another thing 
foon,” 


“ Why,” replied Laura, ** what fhould 
make it another thing? 
«© Oh !” faid the girl, 
fhould not tell you.’ 

“© Yes,” faid Laura, 
me any thing ; I fhall not betray you.” 

** Why, then,” favs the girl, ** but ’tis 

a great fecret, and mother would kill me 
it fie knowed as how I talked’ about i it 5 
but my Lord is acoming, and fome o ‘the 
rooms are here to be made fo foin !”" 


“ but I believe I 


* And who-told you-fo-?” replied Lau- 
ra. And when does he come ?. and are 
you certain of it 2” 


All thefe queftions the afked Pe coy in 
a breath, and with a wild furprife ; but 
Peggy cold not, or would not, dirulge 
more information than fhe hac: already 
communicated ; and Laura was left to 
meditate wpon the intelligence with as 
many, or, perhaps, more cruel reflections 
than her recent fright had occafioned, 

Various apprehenfions affailed her im- 
agination, and nota ray of comfort fhone 
upon her recollection ; all was dreary in 
the perlpedtive. Her mind was-now: as 
active as it had been befure paflive.. Her 
fears of fupernatural fpirits, and fuppofed 
murderers, gave way to thofe of more cer- 
tainty ; and fhe fearlefsly traverfed mrany 
parts of the Abbey, although the did not 
venture to the part of it where fhe had 
been fo much terrified. ladeed fhe never 


- would perfuade herfelfto believe in ghofs: 


That there were beings in.the abbey be- 
fides themfelves. fhe had received ocular 
demonitrations ; bat of what nature they 
were, fhe was totally ignorant; and her 


mind had been too much. confufed and’ 


opprefled to form ‘themoft diitant gonjec- 
ture. Now that her fears had, by Peggy’s 

intelligence, been rendered alive to reafon, 
the retrofpection furnifhed her with fome 
inferences not altogether impoflible ; and, 
upon reafoning with herfelf upon the fub- 
ject, fhe thonght it more than probwle, 
that Lord Oakendale had cauied and or- 
dered thefe appearances, in order to inum- 
idate her, that the might fly to his arms 
for refuge againft alarms which. feemed 
fo incompreheafible. She knew the whole 


** you’ may tell 








village 


habitants were his vaflals. From fuch a 


was his property, and all the in- | 


The tender and affectionate heart of 
Laura could not endure the idea of acting 


combination it were eafy to place people | fo cruel a part to one, whoin no inftance 
in unfrequented parts of the Abbey to } had ever fhewn her the lealt unkindnefs. 


whifper and make noifes to occafion ter- 
ror. The fkeleton, the fhadow, and the 
eye-ball, might be managed by his lord- 
fhip’s contrivance; confequently they loft 
their terror, and the looked upon all that 
was pa‘tas an artful delufion, pre-concert- 
ed to further and complete his purpofe ; 
fie, therefore, as heretofore, condemned 
herielf for being fo eafily impofed upon, 
and determined henceforward to difre- 
gard all appearances, and, if poffible to 
think of making her efcape. 

With refpect to Mary fie did not think 
her fufficiently in her intereit to tru(t her 
withany [cheme fhe might project; nei- 





ther did fhe poflefs courage, or ftreagth | 


of mind). to beef fervice to her in any 


dangerous enterprife ; fhe therefore tho’t 


it moit proves to rely upon her own ma- 
nagemen 
coirrivance for the furthering of any plan, 
by which fhe might hope to efcape from a 
fituatfon fo-perilous. 


She had, by thefe fuggeftions, worked - 


up her- mind toa degree of boldnefs, bor- 
dering upon-defperation ; and, in a rhap- 
fody of diftreffed courage, fhe exclaimed, 
** Would fome airy fpirits did indeed in- 
habit this abbey, who would protect in- 
nocence, and fhicld me trom the {nares of 
villainy and terror !”” 

As fhe finifhed the laft words, fhe was 
ftartled by a noife like the fhutting of a 
door, and a diftant footitep ;- but, as fhe 
had made up her mindas to difregarding 
the’noifes, and indeed fear of that natute 
feemed to be entirely banifhed from. her 
breaft, fhe only turned about with a con- 


“temptuous expreflion of countenance, and 


fel] into a meditation on her efcape.- As 
fhe had never been prohibited walki 
round the Abbey, up the hills and in the 
vicinity of the village, fhe formed. the ref- 
olution of extending hey walk fo as to get 
quiteaway, taking the firft path that offer- 
ed, after fite had got from the village. 

‘Lhe idéa charined her, and but one di- 
ficulty arofe to prevent her defign ; and 
that was,.the walking out by herfelf, as 
Mary had always been her comppanion in 
the walks fle had hitherto taken, and in- 
deed would ~be afraid to be. left ‘alone in 
the Abbey..- 


The idea of: leaving one, whole fears 


fhe knew would nearly overpower cant 


fenfes, Was not only matter of difficulty 
but not of regret ; and the truly felt for iba 
diftrefs Mary wouldexperience when night 
approached, and fhe found herfelf alone, 
deferted by her companion.. 


, and entirely trult to her own 





‘TYo.be fure her virtues were of that neg- 
ative kind, that fhe could form no reliance 
upon her friendfhip ; but then, on the 
other hand, the bad been, in {cme degree, 
the chofen companion of her folitude, and 
_to leave her a prey to fufferings her mind 
*was-not able ro fupport, was a cruelty of 
which Laura was incapable, and which 
fhe'coutd not put in practice, even if her 
efcape had depended upon thofe terms ; 
fhe therefore, after much confideratiow, 
told Mary, ‘* Not to be alarmed it fome 
of the {pectres, which: haunted the abbey,. 
fhould entirely carry her off, as they had 
done she gentleman concerning whom 
Dame Giles had told them. for that the was 
determined to venture over every part of 
it, and it might be, fhe might never return; 
for fhe had already feen and heard enough 
to know that fomething  befides them- 
felves refided-there, and the therefore ad- 
vifed her tobe prepared for her abfence.” 

Mary, terrified at* hearing her talk in 
thie ; anner, begged her to defift from’ any 
fucu defigny reprefenting, and recalling to 
her recollection, how much fhe had been 
alarmed at her latt attempt, as well as by 
the circumftance of the fhadow. 

Laura, however, was not to-be perfuad- 
ed, and told Mary fhe was prepared for 
any alarm, and only advifed her, in cafe 
fhe thould not return béfore night, not to 
ftay in the Abbey by herfelf ; bur; before 
the evening was far advanced, to go-down 
to the cottage of Aaron Giles, and beg 
his protection. 

Mary did not hefitate to promife fhe 
would net {tay there by herfelt ; for no- 
thing, indeed, would have induced her. to 
be there alone. 

Laura, having arranged the plan fo far 
as concerned Mary, whele comfort was 
by no means her leaft object left the ab- 
bey in order to reconnoitre, and, at the 
fame time, ufe Mary to the cuffon: of her 
going out without her ;. and, had any 
thing encouraging: offered, go: purfue her 
pian.. But the evening beimg remarkable 
fine,. the peafants: were: all out of their 
houfes, and fhe did not think this a time 
favourable for facilitating her defign ; the’ 
therefore gave up thy attempt, and re- 
turned.to the abbey, waiting impatiently 
for a more favourable opportunity. 

Meantime fome of the rooms were clean-- 
ing out, and evident preparations. were 
making for his: Lordfhip’s arrival.- 

Some days bad now elapfed fince Laura 
had {poken to Mary on the fubje& of her 
beiuc carried away, She had formed, var 








rious plans, but as yet had’put none in 
ex¢cution ; time wore away, and i the was 
in cantinual fea of being furprifed ‘by a 
1 Oakendale. ‘This kept he 

mind ina ‘ania nt pertubation, and haf- 
tened her determination. On a fine after- 


vifit from Jor 


noon, the efore, fhe ftrotted out by her- 
felf, BY Mary impatie ly awaited her re- 
turn. 


n te clofe, when Ma- 
and ftill greater ap- 
, arofe toa pitch of 


‘The eventng began 
Lau Ira, 
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ry 3 fears for 


prehenfiens for herfe 


mifery: and hase P fhe could by no 
means fupport ! She dew down the ftairs, 
and, openimg the grea: door, fhe threw 


“ws eyes about with a wild flare of amaze- 
ment; and, being ree either to return, 
or to follow any of the paths the had fome- 
times frequented wit th Laura, fhe ran as 
fat as her to the 
coitage of Aaron Giles, and terrified 733 
furprifed. the whole family, by fayin, 
with wild affrizht, ‘* That the gholts had 
cetiet away Laura, and fhe would no 
five th 


lers could carry her 
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3,578 ¥e (ty 445! hanatl 
i which fhe itil thougit looke ed Very 

. af ram | a i i eee ty 

Neer her. phe was now ina ciofe dell, 
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aa aie avoutio lee,the way tile thor 
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. ans Be sen ic ¢ 
crown eich ¥Y, and thinking giie 
lead her into a more open and tended 


fence, 


iract, {he tea 


Nerrowed upon her; 


Cole, save 
iSi¥ eit tered lie 


| o-. 
fhe near!: 


ithe roof, and it grew dark, yet fhe pro- 
| ceeded ;—it was a hiding place from her 


' that 


' yet: fhe t 


reo Re 
exceedingly s fhe 


pertacts, if it was nothing more. 


feemed to make no part of her compofi- 
tion, and, having walked a confiderable 
way, fhe per ceived fome broken iteps ; 


and, having afcended them, a {mall door 
half opan, fyemed to invite her to enter ; 
and a room, extremely refembling thofe 
fhe had feen ia the Abbey, led her to fup- 
pofe that the winding of the wood had 
only brought her back a gain_to the fame 
place from which fhe had taken fo much 
pains to efeape. She felt vexed and dif 
¢ppeinted ; but curtofity compelled her 
to prove the certainty of her conjecture, 
The room afforded ‘but little light, and 
only admitted by chafms in the wali 3 
hought-the perceived a door at 
was now almoft cer- 
tain it was the Abbey, the was in hopes 
of returning to the apartments they occu- 


rie ae * 
134 Cirle 
t he © = 


and, a3 fhe Ww 


" itis before Mary ‘hould have quitted 
them; for, although her fears were pret- 


eee hetne 


. > 
iufa Ct ft ede ny 


ty well fabfided, ret 
alane all nioht in the Abbev was not al- 
and the thought, 

if Mary was gone, fhe would-follow her 
to the cottage of Aarou Giles. She was 
not deceived as.to the door at the other 
end of the room; ‘it-was faltened Fe the 
fide next to her, ani undrew (as the 
thoug it) a ruity bolt, and was advane! ing 
into another aparrment, “hen a fig chr, 
more horrible > than imagination can form 
preienied infelfto her. The dead body 
of a woman hung againft the wall oppo- 
door fhe had entered, with a 

ith pinned over ail but the face ; 


chaitly and pi itrif fied appeare ance of 


5 . ; 


Lan 
tac 


‘ cal “ ‘ 
together fo comfortable: 


to tae 


whic befpoxe her to have been fome > time 
" } 
Ct. Cattle 

Laura eave a fearful fhriek, when a tall 
fieure, drefled only in a checked {birt 
ftaccered towards her. The face was-al- 
mot black: the eyes cen icd {tu rting from 


wide ly extend. 


the mouth + 


j ! ] { “$4 h ; tre r3] 
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Laura ftood motionleis 5 the figure pai- 
PA Kae and tont then } 
icG Her, anad went through ti 


1¢ door-way 
by which fhe had entered, and the found 
of the foarte “ps dwelt upon her ear till they 
by ciitance. She trembled 
was altaid fo follow 
qually afraid to fiays After 
menis of dreadful fulpence, flic 
eves to the fliockil wr foure Ol 
; fh: unk irom the 
ficht, aud recoiled at the ide:; fhe moved 
fj te to the door, thinkiné:, if the could 


a 
fhould be 


1 
how 


feemed loft 
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biti’ me 
tu 1 he 
the dead badly; hidatgre 
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“he had w s become flill! 


were her fears increafed, and her fituation 
rendered {till more dreadful, when the 
found uipos attempting to open the docr} 
a fpring lock on the other fide had been 
milleken for a bolt; that # was nowclofe 
fhut, and the bad no pofible méans of 
gettingitopen, ‘lhe horrid creature that 
had paffedl her had gone throwgh“with fo 
much violence that the door clapped after 
hin, whilft fhe was ccntemplating the 
other dreadful figure with which the was 
now fhut up ; nothing could be conceived 
more fullof terror! The room was damp, 

and a fmal! grated window only fery ed te 
thew her the chaftly appearance of the 
body, rendered ftill more terrific by the 
fain. light which refleled on the face, 
and ferved to fhew Laura that night was 
approaching. Her fears increafed; the 
crept about the room as far as poibole 
from the melancholy object, and kep t her 
eyes turned to the door of thia difnaal place, 


from whence fie had not the moft-diftant 


hope of making her eicape. 


With amind tortured by the moft cruel 
apprehentions, fhe cou'd think of no ex- 
pedient whereby to relieve her diftrefs. She 


affempts to open the door, 
The htrle ftrength 
lels by trembling, 
and a faint ficknels occafioned by terror. 
She fhut her eyes to avoid the painful ob- 
e& before her. She fancied fhe heard 
groans, the idea of perifhing for want 
was the leait of her fears. vibout mid- 
night the heard feotlieps gently approach 
the door; a glimmering light hone un- 
der it,andd difplay: dmere fully : he horrors 
of her fituation, all her courage was fum- 
"moned to her a and all her coursge 
could fearee fupport her in this ext: 
of dane r. ul ried hér back | pon 
the dead body, as in object too fhocking 
a 
now crept up ina 


made fevera! 
bur all were ineffectual. 


emity 


4 j 
She i 


and the 
on the fame fice wi,* 
frond clofe, {till hop- 
fhe knew not what; 
but the love of tifeis fo tir ongly implant- 
ed in our nature, that when the alarin of 


? . 
to look at; 
hie room, 

a 


door, where fh 


death comes, under whatfoever circum- 
lances, we make the lail attempts to pre- 


ferve it, however feeble they may be. 
Thus fhe flood trembling awaiting a 
fate, which the every moment exprited 
would be decided, when the door gently 
openedy and two men entefed i; the one 
carried a Jantern, and the other a Jarge 
boards and, as with altonifhed iooks, they 
ac*anced towards her; her died 
withia her. fhe funk down, and faw and 
heard no more! 
(Lo be continued in No, 11.) i 


heart 





hi 


my 


tri 


on: 
tel] 


he f 


cha 
He} 


wor 


